
ANNUAL
REPORT
2024-
2025



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

MISSION AND VISION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF 

YEAR IN REVIEW

EXHIBITIONS

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS

STATISTICS

PARTNERS

ENDOWMENTS 

RECOGNITION

FUNFACTS

COMING IN 2025-2026

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE NEW ICELAND HERITAGE MUSEUM
ANNUAL REPORT 2024-2025

02



LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends and Supporters,

It is with great pride and gratitude that we
present the 2024-2025 Annual Report for the
New Iceland Heritage Museum. This past
year has been one of reconnection,
revitalization and reflection. Our mission to
preserve and share the history and culture of
Icelandic settlers in Manitoba has advanced
in meaningful and measurable ways thanks to
the dedication of our staff, volunteers,
donors and community partners. 

We have made significant strides in
programming, collections management,
outreach, community engagement, all while
maintaining a strong financial stewardship.
We are proud of our progress and excited
about our future. 

Chris Brooks
C H A I R M A N / C O L L E C T I O N S  V O L U N T E E R
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MISSION
AND VISION

MISSION STATEMENT
To enrich the lives and

inspire learning we provide
avenues through which the
story of New Iceland, the

challenges and achievement
of its people, and their

relations with the land and
the lake can be experienced.

We do this through the
presentation of high quality

permanent exhibits traveling
exhibits, programs, events
and the development and
maintenance of a broad

network of mutually
beneficial partnerships.
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VISION STATEMENTVISION STATEMENT
A gateway to understanding
the unique history of New

Iceland in Canada



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHRIS BROOKS -  PRESIDENT
RYAN EYFORD, VICE- PRESIDENT
PAST PRESIDENT - JOHANNE KRISTJANNSON
TREASURER - GUNVOR ASMUNDSSON
SECRETARY - DONNA ROED

DIRECTORS:
JOAN SIGMUNDSON
JUDY RICHARDSON
NOREEN BARKMAN
RON SCOTT
BILL BARLOW 
PETER BJORNSON
BLAIR SWANSON

STAFF
JULIANNA ROBERTS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BRETT JOHNSON - GIFTSHOP/VISITOR EXPERIENCE
MANAGER - APRIL 1- DEC 31ST
ROSE GOOSSEN -DEC 9  - CURRENTTH

ALEXIS IRVINE - SUMMER STUDENT
DONNA ST CYR - SUMMER HELP
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ACTIVE SUB- COMMITTEES

FINANCE COMMITTEE
LAKE WINNIPEG VISITOR CENTRE

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

HUMAN RESOURCE COMMITTEE
NEW ICELAND 150 COMMITTEE

LAKE WINNIPEG RESEARCH CONSORTIUM
EXHIBIT/SPACE PLANNING
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YEAR IN
REVIEW 

THIS YEAR THE MUSUEM WELCOMED
OVER 11,000 VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM
AND LAKE WINNIPEG VISITOR CENTRE. 

HOSTED 4 DIFFERENT TRAVELLING
EXHIBITS

HOSTED INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCHERS 

2 DIFFERENT TIMES TO RESEARCH
ICELANDIC AS A 

HERITAGE LANGUAGE
HOSTED 3 BOOK LAUNCHES

HOSTED INFLUENCERS AND TRAVEL
WRITERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
STARTED THE PLANS FOR THE 150
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE

SETTLEMENT OF NEW ICELAND

TH

CO-SPONSORED GIMLI PRIDE EVENTS

DILLA - LONG TIME SUPPORTER, 
DONOR AND VOLUNTEER

ACQUIRED 

74 ARTIFACTS
21 DOCUMENTS 

9 PICTURES
17 BOOKS 

27 MISCELLANEOUS ARTIFACTS

COLLECTIONS 
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EXHIBITIONS! 

NEW ICELAND 150 BY GIMLI ICE FESTIVAL

EYES ON THE SKIES  
FROM INGENIUM

NORTHERN LIGHTS
BY HUGH CONACHER

VISUAL ARTS EXHIBITION PROGRAM
MANITOBA ARTS NETWORK
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PROGRAMS
AND 

EVENTS
DURING THE YEAR,  WE STRIVE TO HOST EVENTS
THAT ARE OF SIGNIFICANCE TO OUR MEMBERS,
SUPPORTERS AND THE COMMUNITY. WE WORK

HARD TO WORK WITH THE COMMUNITY GROUPS TO
CO-SPONSOR EVENTS AND PROGRAMS THAT ARE

RELEVANT TO THE COMMUNITY 
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VISITORS FROM “ANNRIKI”
GROUP FROM ICELAND 

THEY SPECIALIZE IN MAKING
 TRADITONAL COSTUMES

RESEARCHERS FROM GERMANY 
PRESENTING THEIR FINDINGS
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54
2 Hou

rs

542
 Hours

VOLUNTEERS
AND
SUPPORTERS

OUR MUSEUM THRIVES THANKS TO A
COMMITTED NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS.

THIS YEAR: 

45 VOLUNTEERS'45 VOLUNTEERS'‌‌

 ‌Giftshop‌

Collections 

Board Members

Instructors

Fundraising

Tour Guides
 ‌Research‌

  ‌Library work‌  ‌

Cleaning 
Baking

Translation‌

Promotion

Room set-up

Exhibit set-up‌

Exhibit pack-upTHE NEW ICELAND HERITAGE MUSEUM
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STATISTICS
VISITORS TO NIHM

 (AS SIGNATURES IN GUESTBOOK)
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STATISTICS

VISITORS BY MONTH
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PARTNERS 
CANADIAN MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION

LOGBERG-HEIMSKRINGLA
TRAVEL MANITOBA

GIMLI ICELANDIC CANADIAN SOCIETY
ICELANDIC NATIONAL LEAGUE OF

NORTH AMERICA
THE ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA

CANADA SUMMER JOBS
GIMLI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 

URBAN HOMETOWN GREENTEAM
GIMLI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

YOUNG CANADA WORKS IN HERITAGE
ORGANIZATIONS

RM OF GIMLI
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

INTERLAKE TOURISM ASSOCIATION
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

INGENIUM
CANADIAN HERITAGE

CANADA ICELAND FOUNDATION
MANITOBA ARTS NETWORK

ICELANDIC ROOTS
GIMLI ICE FESTIVAL 

ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA MUSEUMS
MANITOBA TOURISM EDUCATION

COUNCIL
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THE NEW ICELAND HERITAGE MUSEUM, 
RECOGNIZES THE SUSTAINABLE SUPPORT

 INSTITUTED BY THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA 
IN 2020, WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
 SIGNATURE MUSEUMS ENDOWMENT FUND 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE WINNIPEG FOUNDATION 

AND THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS 
SERVED BY ENDOW MANITOBA. 

NIHM ACKNOWLEDGES THE CONTINUED SUPPORT
 OF THE

RM OF GIMLI 
WHOSE ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION SUPPORTS

 A PORTION OF THE MUSEUM’S OPERATIONS 

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY, 
WHO CONTINUE TO APPROACH US TO 

OFFER OBJECTS AND BELONGINGS 
FROM THEIR FAMILIES, 

TOWNS OR ASSOCIATIONS, 
TO BE ENTRUSTED 

INTO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN

RECOGNITION
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IN 2020, THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA ESTABLISHED 
THE NEW ICELAND HERITAGE MUSEUM INC. SIGNATURE MUSUEM SUSTAINABILITY FUND 

WITH THE WESTSHORE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION.
 INCOME FROM THIS ENDOWMWMENT FUND WILL 

GENERATE FREVENUE FOR THE NIHM ON AN
ANNUAL BASES IN PERPETUITY. THESE FUNDS ARE ALLOCATED 

TOWARDS THESE THREE PRIORITY AREAS:

Governance and Management Expenses: 
FUNDS ARE USED TO SECURE AUDIT SERVICES

Museums Standards Eligible Expenses:

COLLECTIONS EXPENSES AND WORKSHOP HOSTING

Visitor Experience Expenses:
RESEARCH AND BACKGROUND WORK FOR NEW ICELAND 150 EXHIBIT
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SPECIAL PROJECTS, INIATIVES, MARKETING AND COMMUNITY
EVENTS, COLLECTING DATA AND HERITAGE PROJECTS WOULD
NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE GENEROUS SUPPORT AND

CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
OUR PARTNERS, SPONSORS AND OTHER FUNDERS. 

NIHM EXTENDS ITS APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING:

CANADIAN MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 
LOGEBRG- HEIMSKRINGLA

TRAVEL MANITOBA
THE ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA

CANDA SUMMER JOBS
GIMLI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 

URBAN GREEN TEAM
GIMLI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

YOUNG CANADA WORKS IN HERITAGE ORGANIZATIONS
RM OF GIMLI

WESTSHORE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
INTERLAKE TOURISM ASSOCIATION

PROVINCE OF MANITOBA
ICELANDIC NATIONAL LEAGUE OF NORTH AMERICA

INGENIUM
GIMLI ICELANDIC CANADIAN SOCIETY

CANADIAN HERITAGE
CANAND ICELAND FOUNDAITON 

MANITOBA ARTS NETWORK 
ICELANDIC ROOTS

GIMLI ICE FESTIVAL 
ASSOCIATION OF MANTIOBA MUSUEMS 

MANITOBA TOURISM EDUCAITON COUNCIL
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MOST 
POPULAR
 ITEM IN 

THE 
GIFT SHOP

INSTAGRAM 
FOLLOWERS

1306

FACEBOOK
 FOLLOWERS 

2918

DAYS OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC

355
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2025 - 150  ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ARRIVAL OF
ICELANDERS IN NEW ICELAND 

TH

COMING NEXT YEAR!

THE NEW ICELAND HERITAGE MUSEUM
109=8-94-1  AVEST

GIMLI, MB
ROC 1B1

204-642-4001
WWW.NIHM.CA
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